
















Palmyra-Eagle Panther Pledge Form 

YES! I want to support youth education within Palmyra-Eagle Area School District! 

I understand my gift will be used to help provide educational needs and financial assistance to benefit the 
students within the Palmyra-Eagle Area School District. I pledge to offer my financial support as follows: 

I pledge (circle one): One-Time Donation 2-Year Donation or 3-Year Donation as follows: 

_Purple ($100 - $500) _Corporate ($5,000 + ) 

_Silver ($501 - $1,000) . 

_Gold (Over $1,000) _ Other (goods or services) -------

My tax-exempt donation is enclosed and made payable to: 

Palmyra Community Foundation/ PEASD Student & Family Fund (for distribution via grants as approved 
by the Palmyra Community Foundation Board of Directors.) 

The Palmyra Community Foundation is tax exempt under section 501c(3) and can receive and accept 
donations of cash or property for educational, cultural, charitable, or community development purposes for the 
benefit and improvement of the Palmyra area. Tax ID 311607501 https://palmyracommunUyfoundation. com/ 

OR 

Submit your donation directly to Palmyra-Eagle School District for use at discretion of PEA.SD: 

Amount Donated: Date: ----------- ----------=---
Donor Name: -------------------------
Mailing Address: ____________ ---,,-__________ _ 

City I State: ________________________ _ 

Phone: ----------------------------
Em a i I Address: -------------------------

Please submit payment and completed pledge form to: 

The Palmyra Community Foundation 
I PEASD Student & Family Fund 
c/o First Citizens State Bank 
PO Box 159 
Palmyra, WI 53156 

OR Palmyra-Eagle School District 
123 Burr Oak Street 
Palmyra, WI 53156 



Like most ofus, I volunteer and support my community in a variety of ways. Currently! serve as a board 
member for 3 organizations: a Publicity Chair for a competitive Youth Gymnastics team at UW Whitewater; as 
Vice President of WI Horse Council Dist 4 - a group covering 12 counties including Jefferson, Waukesha, and 
Walworth; and as President of Southern Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association- which is one of the largest 
equestrian groups in SE Wisconsin. As · 30% of all households in WI have horse enthusiasts and the industry 
contributes $2.2 billion to our State, these positions represent a significant community impact - (if you think 
this room is full of people with differences of opinion, try standing in a room full of horse people that are used 

to getting 1200 lb animals to do things their way @ ) 

It is with that experience I feel confident in what is being presented tonight. The majority of my work is done in 
and around the Southern Kettle Moraine Forest, within boundaries of Palmyra Eagle School District - I do a lot 
of PR, organize work groups, fundraise, secure grants, and coordinate eff01is between many different local, 
regional, and national organizations. My experience with local businesses and residents has found great support 
when given a common goal, a personal connection to the cause, and appreciation and understanding of the 
diversity within the community and the benefits of embracing that diversity. Some of our best changes and 
projects came as ideas presented and implemented by children - students in this room, Boy Scouts, 4H kids- so 
I have learned the value of listening to what children have to say and know they and their families can be great 
drivers for needed change! 

In 2003 we passed a referendum with 1,016 votes and in doing so our community agreed to accept that debt in 
exchange for the opportunity to invest in the education of our youth and the future of our communities. This 
year has shown the support of our district has grown - 1,473 residents voted "YES" to April referendum and 
supporters even swore in writing in front of a Notary of their district support. You have received letters of 
support from business owners, Presidents of the Village of Palmyra & Chamber of Commerce, local church, 
public library, food pantries, and more. I believe we have enough support- but clearly asking for funding by 
referendum from people with no desired connection to the schools doesn't work. 

"Do what you can, with what you've got, where you are" - written Theodore Roosevelt's autobiography 

Because of our small size, we can do more with less. We can be successful by focusing our efforts on seeking 
support from those who want to have that connection and have already committed their support in some form. I 
introduce the "Palmyra-Eagle Panther Pledge" program (rough draft). This program would be designed to help 
supplement student needs and compliment any other district funding and plans in 2020 and beyond. 

Residents, businesses, friends and family - Instead of a property tax hike, supporters would be asked to pledge a 
tax-deductible donation. This allows us to expand beyond our district voters to include friends and family far 
and wide, businesses, organized groups, and even families that OE into our district. This gives people the power 
to decide what level of support they can afford, the power to choose when they donate, and even how their 
donation should be used - in turn building trust with a new school board, offering greater local control, and 
encouraging a more personal connection to the district. Community pride and morale is boosted as pledges 
could be publicly acknowledged through media, newsletters, signs, etc. Donations also serve as an ongoing 
marketing campaign for the district and is also good PR for businesses and community in general. The program 
could also include donations of goods and services. 

Pledges can be submitted either directly to PEASD or submit to the new - "PEASD Student & Family Fund" 
account already set up under the existing Palmyra Community Foundation. This is a 501c(3) organization that 
can "accept donations of cash or property for the educational, cultural, charitable or community development 



purposes for the benefit and improvement of the Palmyra area" and funds are distributed via grants approved by 
the Palmyra Community Foundation Board of Directors -which is independent of the school district board. 
https://palmyracommunityfoundation.com/ 

(Programs similar to this such as the "JOO Extraordinary Women" program 
https://100extraordinarywomen.com/about/ have allowed Watertown Public Library to raise $170,000 for 
improvements by efforts of 170 women; the Performing Arts Center was built in 2017 at Westby Area High 
School through 140 pledges which raised more $750,000; Marshfield Athletic Complex secured over $6 million 
in pledges through efforts of just 137 donors.) 

Another benefit of pledge program is many companies offer matching funds donations, which can double 
individual donations made. Just tapping into 1500 local supporters for $200 / year - less than $17 a month
could easily provide additional $300,000 per year with the opportunity to double that with matching donors and 
additional corporate pledges. 

PEASD and our entire community has been blessed with great support from our local businesses. I am excited 
to announce that as of January, Palmyra will soon be home to yet another incredible business owner - Chris 
Winkler - who believes strongly in both community support and investing in local education. Through my 
connections as President of SKMHT A, I have developed a relationship with this person and can vouch for his 
character, business success, and commitment to youth and giving back to his community. His donations to the 
Oak Creek School District have been substantial over the last 15 years - including gifting countrywide 
transportation to their Robotics team, supporting baseball and football teams, and donation of resources to 
Milwaukee County Zoo. His community support is grounding in financial donations and contributing resources 
to community organizations. 

I want to share part of his written testimony - "The threat of dissolving the school district tlu-eatens the very 
foundation of why we want to live in Palmyra. I understand the reality of what the district faces and the hard 
choices the board must confront. I own a business. I can count. .. .I can hel by giving. I want to helQ the cun-ent 
financial situation the district faces .... I will make a pledge to donate money to the district in the form of a 
"challenge" grant to inspire others in the community to hel our schools stay open. Moreover, I pledge to 
contribute meaningful annual su ort to the boosters and school district for the maintenance of rograms and 
capital needs to make sure our kids have top notch schools and programs. I'm hoJ)ing this spurs others to 
consider helping so the entire community is engaged in saving the school district." 

By combining innovative cost saving measures, income generating programs, and the pledged financial support 
from residents and business owners like Mr. Winkler, our district will have greater stability, even stronger 
community involvement and allow opportunity for growth- without dissolution or funding by referendum. 

Speech by: Tara LeRoy 
N2577 County Rd E 
Palmyra, WI 53156 2fatponies@gmail.com 


